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form. Speeches were made by General Weaver,
who presided, and by others. It was decided to
call an election the following morning and elect
a city ticket, although there was no legal basis
for such procedure. Captain Couch, for years
the leader of the boomers, was the nominee of
the meeting for mayor; and he was elected on
the following day. A Federal officer adminis-
tered the oath of office and the officials immedi-
ately assumed office. Order was restored and
government was administered in this way until
Congress organized the Territory of Oklahoma
in 1890.

Other Oklahoma communities met the situa-
tion in the same way; mass meetings were as-
sembled, and within two weeks city governments
were in full operation. '' Though these govern-
ments had no legal basis, being founded solely
on the consent of the citizens, they operated
efficiently; the mayor's orders were obeyed, the
ordinances passed by the city councils were
complied with, and the jurisdiction assumed by
the police courts was accepted, in both civil and
criminal cases. No further governmental or-
ganization occurred until, after more than a
year, a dilatory Congress took action.'' At the
beginning the Territory embraced only about
three thousand square miles, located in the
west-central part of the original Indian Terri-
tory. It was rapidly expanded by subsequent